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feathers in their hands, danced round the sacred arbour,
under which burned the new fire. The ceremonies lasted
eight days, during which the strictest continence was prac-
tised. Towards the conclusion of the festival the warriors
fought a mock battle ; then the men and women together,
in three circles, danced round the sacred fire. Lastly, all
the people smeared themselves with white clay and bathed
in running water. They came out of the water believing
that no evil could now befall them for what they had done
amiss in the past. So they departed in joy and peace.

Ceremonies of the same general type are still annually Festival of
observed by the Yuchi Indians of Oklahoma, who belong to ^^ew
the Creek nation but speak a different language. The rites among the
are said to have been instituted by the Sun. They are ^
solemnised in the public square, and are timed so as to
coincide with the ripening of the corn, which usually takes
place about the middle or early part of July. Continence and
abstinence from salt are prescribed during their celebration,
and all the men must fast for twelve hours before they
take the emetic. A sacred new fire is kindled by striking
two stones against each other, after which all the males are
scarified or scratched by an official on the arm or breast, so
as to let blood flow and drip on the ground of the public
square. This bleeding of the men is said to be symbolical
of the origin of the Yuchi people ; for the first Yuchi sprang
from some drops of blood which the mother of the Sun let
fall on earth at one of her monthly periods. Hence the Yuchi
call themselves the Children of the Sun. The solemn rite
of scratching is followed by the no less solemn rite of vomit-
ing. This also was instituted by the Sun. He taught the
Indians to steep the button-snake root and the red root in
water and to drink the decoction, in order that they might
vomit and so purify their bodies against sickness during the
ensuing year. They think that if they did not thus purge
themselves before eating the new corn, they would fall sick.
The chief of the town is charged with the solemn duty of
preparing the nauseous concoction, and he is assisted by four
boys who have been initiated into the mysteries. The pots
containing the stuff are decorated on the rim with a pattern
representing the sun, and they stand east of the fire near